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IIE Launches Special Emergency Student Fund Effort to Respond to 

Crises 
 

 

 

Nomination Deadline: February 19, 2020 at 11:59pm EST 

 

IIE's Emergency Student Fund is expanding its efforts to support international students currently 

studying at colleges and universities in the United States who have been affected by recent 

crises. IIE has a long history of providing emergency assistance to students and the Emergency 

Student Fund was established to provide financial support to students who are at risk of 

dropping out of their studies due to natural disaster, armed conflict, or political strife in their 

home countries. 

  

The Emergency Student Fund supports students whose ability to continue their studies in the 

current academic year is affected by particular crises and natural disasters. We are requesting 

applications from accredited U.S. institutions for students from:  

 Australia: Students from the states of New South Wales and Victoria whose ability to 

pay for their education in the United States is affected by the brushfires in those states 

in December and January. 

 China: Students from Hubei Province whose ability to pay for their education in the 

United States is affected by the outbreak of coronavirus (2019-nCoV). Students from 

other parts of China with demonstrable needs related to this coronavirus outbreak may 

also be considered. 

 Philippines: Students from Luzon whose ability to pay for their education in the United 

States is affected by volcanic activity from Taal Volcano. 

 Turkey: Students from Elazig and Malatya provinces whose ability to pay for their 

education in the United States is affected by the earthquake that struck near Sivrice on 

January 24. 

Additional countries and regions may be added to this call for nominations as circumstances 

dictate. 

   

Completed nominations must be received by February 19, 2020 at 

11:59pm EST 
 

 

 

https://iie.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1c2990d53535fcb3c05526d43&id=dc9aa6b7a4&e=fc539f9a25


 

 

 

 

 
According to the Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange, China is the top 

place of origin for international students in the United States, with 369,548 students in the 

2018/19 academic year. There were also 4,930 students from Australia, 3,320 students from 

the Philippines, and 10,159 students from Turkey in the United States in the 2018/19 academic 

year. 

  

This effort will provide one-time grants of $2,000 - $5,000 to selected students whose ability to 

pay for their spring 2020 semester in the United States is in jeopardy due to serious financial 

difficulties related to these crises. Funds can be used to cover tuition, room and board, books, 

and related costs, but should not be used to support families in home countries or for travel. 

  

Students must be nominated by their U.S. college or university for this opportunity and 

cannot apply on their own behalf. Accredited U.S. campuses are invited to nominate up to 

10 students in total for whom help is needed to complete the spring 2020 semester. 

Nominating institutions are expected to provide additional emergency assistance to nominated 

students.  

 

 

Nomination Process and Eligibilty Requirements  

 

 

 

We anticipate that the need for emergency assistance will exceed the funding currently 

available to IIE’s Emergency Student Fund. If you would like to support the Emergency Student 

Fund, please make a donation to help students affected by these crises and other disasters in 

the future by entering “Emergency Student Fund” in the gift designation field. 

  

Since 2010, IIE has awarded more than 900 emergency grants through the Emergency Student 

Fund to students across the world, amounting to more than $3 million in financial aid. Grants 

have gone to students in the Bahamas, Haiti, Iran, Japan, Libya, Nepal, the Philippines, Syria, 

Thailand, Yemen, and others after these countries were affected by conflict or natural disasters. 

IIE is raising support for a dedicated fund so that we can respond quickly to help students when 

disasters and emergencies arise. Previous Emergency Student Fund initiatives have been 

funded with support from individual donors and organizations who share this goal. 

 

For more information, see our website or contact esf@iie.org.  
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